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AUG 0 2 2006 

AMENDMENTS TO CLAIMS 

Agent for Applicant respectfully requests the following amendments to the claims without 
adding any new subject matter, namely: 

1 . [Currently Amended] A digital pressure display comprising: 

(a) sensor means for sensing said pressure; 

(b) microprocessor means for e nable to intemdttentlv enable said sensor means to 
sense said pressure and generate a signal; 

(c) and power means 

for generating a digital pressure reading. 

2. [Cancelled] 

3. [Original] A digital pressure display as claimed in claim 2 wbercin said powei* means 
comprises a battery. 

4. [Original] A digital pressing display as claimed in claim 3 wherein said battery is 
rechargeable. 

5. [Original] A digital pressure display as claimed in claim 1 farther including a light 
sensor for sensing a dark condition so as to tenninate the generation of said digital pressure 
reading during said dark condition. 

6. [Original] A digital pressure display as claimed in claim 4 further including it light 
sensor sensing a dark condition so as to terminate the generation of said digital pressure i-eading 
during said dark condition. 

7. [Original] A digital pressure display as claimed in claim 4 including circuitij' ricans 
having a solar power cell to recharge said battery. 

8. [Original] A digital pressure display as claimed in claim 2 wherein said display is 
associated with a vacuum regulator for digitally displaying a level of vacuum administered to a 
patient. 
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9, [Currently Amended] A digital pressure display as claimed in claim 8 wherein ;5aid 
digital display is replaceable with a needle dial display . 

1 0. [Withdrawn] A vacuum pressure regulator system for use in association with tt vacuum 
system in which a vacuum i$ employed for healthcare puiposes, for assisting in monitoniig and 
regulating die vacuum pressure, and which vacuum pressure regulator system comprises: 

(a) a manual pressure control valve operable by an operator to adjust the treatcnent 
vacuum pressure supplied to the patient; 

(b) a vacuum pressure sensor operable to sense the treatment vacimm pressun; for the 
patient in the system, and to produce a treatment vacuum pressure signal; 

(c) a sampling circuit operable intermittently by electrical power to sample 5a..d 
pressure signal generated by said pressure sensor at predetermined lime intervals 
and generate sampling signals; 

(d) an electrically powered pressure display circuit , and digital pressure display, for 
receiving said sampling signals and generating a visible digital pressure display; 
and 

(e) a non-mains power supply connected for supplying power both to said sampling 
circuit for sampling said vacuum sensor, and to said display circuit and said 
digital display. 

1 1 . [Withdrawn] A vacuum pressure regulator as claimed in claim 10 and including i. no- 
pressure signal generator for generaring at least one no-pressxire signal representing an absence 
of treatment vacuum pressure, and an alarm signal generator, and an alarm responsive thereto, 
operable in response to a no-pressure signal to generate an alarm. 

1 2. [Withdrawn] A vacuum pressure regulator as claimed in claim 1 1 and wherein said 
control valve is manually operable to adjust said treatment vacuum pressure so as to maintiin a 
desired level of vacuum pressure. 

13. [Withdrawn] A vacuum pressure regulator as claimed in claim 12 and wherein said no- 
pressure signal generator responds to the occlusion of a treatment device connected to a padent 
and signals an alarm. 
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14. PkVithdrawn] A vacuum pressure regulator as claimed in daiin 13 and including an 
operator override control whereby an operator can manually override said pressure con-;n)l valve 
and supply full vacuum for treatment of said patient 

15. [Withdrawn] A vacuum pressure regulator as claimed in claim 14 and including a 
control sensor coupled to said manual control, said sensor being connected to said samr-ling 
circuit, and being operable to temporarily increase the sampling rate when said control .s 
adjusted. 

16. [Withdrawn] A vacuum pressure regulator as claimed in claim i 5 wherein said control 
sensor con^rises a potentiometer. 

1 7. (Withdrawn] A vacuum pressure regulator system for use in association with a vacuum 
system in which a vacuiun is employed for healthcare purposes, for assisting in monitoring and 
regulating the vacuimi pressure, and which vacuum pressure regulator system comprises: 

(a) a manual pressure control valve operable by an operator to adjust the treatment 
vacuum pressure supphed to the patient; 

(b) a vacuum pressure sensor operable to sense the treatment vacuum pressui-c fbr the 
patient in the system, and to produce a treatment vacuum pressure signal; 

(c) a sampling circuit operable intermittently by electrical power to sample s^iiil 
pressure signal generated by said pressure sensor at predetermined time intervals 
and generate sampling signals; 

(d) an electrically powered pressure display circuit , and digital pressure dispky, for 
receiving said sampling signals and generating a visible digital pressure display, 

(e) a non-mains power supply connected for supplying power both to said sampling 
circuit for sampling said vacuum sensor, and to said display circuit and said 
digital display; 

(f) a no-pressure signal generator for generating at least one no-pressuT« sign:il 
repres^tzng an absence of treatment vacuum pressure, and an alarm signal 
generator; 
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(g) an operator override control whereby an operator can manually override said 
pressure control valve and supply full vacuum for treatment of said patient; 

(h) a sensor coupled to said manual control, said sensor being connected to said 
sampling circuit, and being operable to temporarily increase the sampling rate 
when said control is adjusted. 

18. [New] A digital pressure display comprising: 

(a) a manual pressure control valve operable by an operator to adjust a vacvium 
pressure; 

(b) a vacuum pressure sensor operable to sense the vacuum pressure, and to pioduce a 
pressure signal; 

(c) a sampling circuit operable intermittently by electrical power to sample said 
pressure signal generated by said vacuum pressure sensor at predetermined time 
intervals and generate sampling signals; 

(d) an electrically powered pressure display circuit communicating with a dig tal 
pressure display, for receiving said sampling signals and generating a vi;:ible 
digital pressure display; and 

(e) a power supply connected for st^^plying power both to said sampling citcuft for 
sampling said vacuum sensor, and to said display circuit and said digital pressure 
display. 

19. [New] A digital pressure display as claimed in claim 1 8 and including a no-pressure 
signal generator for generating at least one no-pressure signal representing an absence of 
treatment vacuum pressure, and an alann signal generator, and an alarm responsive thereto, 
operable in response to a no-pressure signal to generate an alarm. 

20. [New] A digital pressure display as claimed in claim 1 9 and wherein said control \alve is 
manually operable to adjust said vacuum pressure so as to maintain a desired level of vacuum 
pressure. 
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2 L [New] A digital pressure display as claimed in claim 20 and wherein said no-presisuie 
signal generator responds to the occlusion of a treatment device connected to a patient iind 
signals an alami. 

22. [New] A digital pressure display as claimed in claim 21 and including an operator 
override control whereby an operator can manually override said pressure contrx)! valve and 
supply full vacuum for treatment of said patient. 

23. [New] A digital pressure display as claimed in claim 22 and including a control s^msor 
coupled to said manual control, said sensor being connected to said sampling circuit, and being 
operable to temporarily increase the sampling rate when said control is adjusted. 

24. [New] A digital pressure display as claimed in claim 23 wherein said control sejisor 
comprises a potentiometer. 

25. [New] A digital pre^ure display for use in association with a vacuum system in which a 
vacuum is employed for healthcare purposes, for assisting in monitoring and regulating die 
vacuum pressure, further comprising: 

(a) a manual pressure control valve operable by an operator to adjust the vacmim 
pressure supplied to a patient; 

(b) a vacuum pressure sensor operable to sense the vacuum pressure for the pa iient in 
the system, and to produce a vacuum pressure signal; 

(c) a sampling circuit operable intermittently by electrical power to sample s:iid 
pressure signal generated by said vacuum pressure sensor at predetermin x timt* 
intervals and generate sampling signals; 

(d) an electrically powered pressure display circuit commtmicating with a dii ji :al 
pressure display^ for receiving said sampling signals and generating a visible 
digital pressure on said digital pressure display; 

(e) a power supply connected for supplying power both to said sampling circiii.: for 
sampling said vacuum sensor, and to said display circuit and said digital display; 
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(f) a no-pressure signal generator for generating at least one no-pressure signal 
representing an absence of treatment vacuum pressure, and an alarm signal 
generator; 

(g) an operator override control whereby an operator can manually override said 
pressure control valve and supply full vacuum for treatment of said patiem:; 

(h) a sensor coupled to said manual control, said sensor being connected to sa: d 
sampling circuit, and being operable to temporarily increase the sampling rate 
when said control is adjusted. 

26. [New] A digital pressure display as claimed in claim 22 including a control sem;or 
coupled to said control manual^ said sensor being connected to said sampling circuit* and being 
operable to temporarily change the sampling rate when said control is adjusted. 

27. [New] A digital pressure display as claimed in claim 18 wherein said pressure senjor 
signal generated by said vacuum pressure sensor at said predetermined time intervals is variable. 


PA6E8f13'ROfDAT8f^0063:0S:17PMIEastemDay!^^ 


08-02-06 02:50pin Fron-MILLER THOMSON 


T-190 P. 009/01 3 F-OlO 


-8- 

ELECnONS 

ApplicaDt acknowledges that claims 10-17 were withdrawn from further consideration 3>i;xsuant 
to37C.F.F. 1.142(b). 
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35 U.S,e $ 102 

Examiner stated that claims 1-4 and 7 were rejected as being anticipated by Etabizadeh. 

In this regard Examiner stated that Rubizadeh discloses a digital pressure display compile ing 
sensor means for sensing the pressure, nucroprocessor means for enabling the sensor me^ns to 
sense the pressure and generate a signal, and power means for generating a digital pressure 
reading a$ shown in Figs. 6 and 1 1 . 

Furthermore Examiner stated that Rabiziideh discloses the microprocessor means intenoittently 
enables the sensor means to sense the pressure and generate tiie signal (col. 6, lines 12- 16). 

Agent for Applicant respectfully traverses that Rabizadeh discloses that the microprocess-ir 
means intermittently enables the sensor means. In particular. Agent for Applicant stat25 that 
Rabizadeh does not teach that the microprocessor means intermittently enables the sensi>r5 
means. In particular Rabizadeh teaches: 

referring to Fig. 1 1 an example of die circuit components usable with the second 
embodiment 86 can be seen. In such a circuit, the pressure sensor 124 communi cztes 
with a microprocessor based inter&ce circuit 146 which in turn siq>pUes pressure: data to 
a driver 148 for the display 128 and to the optional transmitter ISO. All the elccircfnic 
components usable with the present invention are well known and therefore are not 
described in detail herein (see coL 6, lines 11-18). 

Please note that Applicant has amended the claims to specifically refer to: 

microprocessor means to intermittently enable said sensor means to sense said pressure 
and generate a signal. 

Please note diat Applicant disclosed on page 4, lines 4-7 the following: 

It is an aspect of this invention to provide a digital pressure display comprising a simsor 
for sensing the pressure, a microprocessor for intermittently enabling said sensor to 
sense said pressure and generate a signal, a power source so as to generate a digital 
pressure reading. 
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Agcni for Applicant respectfully states tliat none of the prior art teach the invention as claimed in 
the amended claims. 

Furthermore Examiner rejected claims 3, 4 and 7 in view of Rabizadeb. KLindly note that 
Rabizadeh does not teach the invention as claimed in the amended claims. 
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35 U.S>C. S 103 

Examiner objected to claims 5 and 6 as being unpatentable over Rabizadeh in view of Salmond. 
Agent for Applicant respectfully states thai Salmond does not teach: 

1 , microprocessor means to intermittently enable the sensor means ro sense the pressure and 
generate a signal; 

2. a sampling circuit operable intermittently by electrical power to sample the press are 
signal generated by the vacuum pressure sensor at predetermined time intervals and 
generate sampling signals. 

Moreover Examiner objected to claims 8 and 9 as being unpatentable over ICayser in vi.r;/ of 
Rabizadeh. 

Agent for Applicant respectfully states that neither Kayser or Rabizadeh teach: 

L microprocessor means to intermittently enable the sensor means to sense the presenile and 
generate a signal; 

2. a sampling circuit oper?ible intermittently by electrical power to sample the pre s»\xre 
signal generated by the vacuum pressure sensor at predetermined time intervals and 
generate sampling signals. 

Furthermore Agent for Applicant respectfully states none of the prior ait cited by the E:C£xniner 
teach the invention as claimed by the amended claims. 
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